Part of a group of high performing schools

Prospectus

Believe Achieve Succeed

Welcome to Dean Trust Ardwick, a new school which
opened in 2015 and which belongs to the family of high
performing schools in The Dean Trust.
We are proud of the Trust’s reputation and of the successful
start this school has already achieved. We are delighted
that you are interested in your child being part of the
school’s journey in its initial stages of growth.
We appreciate the privileged position we are in, where
we have a blank canvas upon which we can build strong
foundations to ensure the success of pupils who join us.
We believe this school will gain a tradition of excellence
not only as a Dean Trust school, but as a school in the
heart of Ardwick. We are a local school for local children
and are delighted to be able to serve the local community
in providing a high quality education for everyone who
attends.
We are confident that by choosing Dean Trust Ardwick
your child will have a fulfilling and rewarding experience
with us during their secondary school years.
Suzanne Finlay
Headteacher

WELCOME
Suzanne Finlay
Headteacher

Tarun Kapur CBE,
Chief Executive, The Dean Trust

TO DEAN TRUST ARDWICK

The Dean Trust

Traditional values at the heart of all our work
The Dean Trust is a Multi Academy
Trust comprising a family of primary and
secondary schools in Trafford, Knowsley,
Manchester and Wigan.
The Trust was formed in 2012 when its
first school, Ashton on Mersey, changed
its status to become an Academy. Ashton
on Mersey has achieved five consecutive
‘outstanding’ judgements by Ofsted, and
is also a lead Teaching School.
There are currently five secondary schools
and four primary schools within the Trust.
We work closely together with the same
commitment to secure the best outcomes
for children.
Whilst all being unique in their own way,
the same high standards and traditional
values are consistently demonstrated in
all our schools. We support each other
and provide support for other schools too.

“Teachers are really professional and determined
to improve their pupils in every aspect.”
(Parent)

Our Vision
The Dean Trust motto, Believe, Achieve, Succeed provides the
platform for our school vision, that ‘everyone can achieve their
highest potential and ambition through daily personal and
academic excellence.’
We aim to inspire our pupils to be ambitious and achieve their
best in every aspect of school life. We prepare them for life in
modern Britain by equipping them with the knowledge, skills
and understanding they need to become successful adults in an
increasingly demanding world, and lead enjoyable and fulfilling
lives whilst making valuable contributions to society.
We believe that every single person can succeed, no matter
what their background, circumstances or abilities are. All of our
talented staff are committed to the school’s vision and believe in
providing the very best educational opportunities for the pupils of
Dean Trust Ardwick.
We believe that high standards, raising ambition, developing
character, providing opportunities and serving the community
are vital to helping our pupils achieve their highest potential and
ambition.

Our Values
All Dean Trust schools pride themselves on traditional
values. Our values form the basis of who we are,
how we act, and determine our attitude to life. The
values we hold precious at Dean Trust Ardwick help
us gain our identity as a school and as individuals,
and are the foundations for everything we do.
We are committed to applying British values in
our daily lives by teaching pupils to respect and
tolerate others’ beliefs, cultures and differences;
respect the rule of law by doing what we know is
right; by respecting individual liberty by learning to
take responsibility for our actions and challenging
bullying and prejudice; by exercising democracy,
where we respect all views and can express our own
views respectfully and confidently.
In addition to British values, we also teach pupils
that respect, responsibility, commitment, diligence
and equality are important values to embrace and
exemplify as a school and apply in our individual
lives.

Standards
All Dean Trust schools hold the same high standards
in every aspect of school life. The pupils of Dean
Trust Ardwick are very proud to wear our uniform
and show they belong to a school which will settle
for nothing less than the best.
We create a well-disciplined and orderly environment
in which pupils can learn and thrive with confidence.
Our high standards and expectations prepare pupils
for the demanding world of work and create a sense
of personal pride; they are a vital element to the
school’s success and form an important part of our
ethos and culture.
Therefore we expect everyone who attends Dean Trust
Ardwick to show commitment to these standards.

“Impressed
by the high
standards of
behaviour”
(Visitor)

Curriculum
Our high standards are reflected in the challenging and
stimulating curriculum we provide, where we prepare pupils for
GCSEs at the start of Year 7. End of year examinations are taken
in true GCSE style to give all pupils early experience of what
they will face in Year 11.
Our team of talented teachers inspire pupils to love learning,
to open their minds as inquisitive learners, and to develop the
confidence to explore new ideas and form their own views. Pupils
learn in a variety of ways including using the latest technology
and developing their skills in richly resourced practical subjects.
Homework is a vital part of learning and is set in every subject.
We place great emphasis on ( in) developing literacy skills right
across the curriculum as it is a known fact good literacy improves
results in examinations and is a necessary skill in adult life.
We aim to raise pupils’ own ambitions and aspirations by taking
them beyond their current knowledge and experience of life
so far, to the wealth of opportunities available to them if they
‘Believe Achieve Succeed’.
We prepare pupils for life in modern Britain, and ensure our
curriculum equips them with the skills and knowledge needed
in order to succeed in adult life. Pupils learn about the career
opportunities each subject brings, so they can make informed
choices about their GCSE subjects and the career paths of interest
to them.

Assessment
To make sure pupils are making good progress, we follow a
rigorous assessment process that tests pupils’ knowledge and
skills each half term and helps teachers plan at the right level.
Pupils are set individual ambitious targets in every subject based
on Key Stage 2 results so that we have a clear idea of what they
are expected to achieve at the end of each year and in their
GCSEs.
Pupils benefit greatly from the regular feedback they are given
by teachers in the classwork and homework they produce, and
are given time to further improve their written work.

“I was struck by the very high expectations
of teaching and learning in every classroom”
(Local Authority)

Enriched Learning

Our exciting and varied extra-curricular programme supports
the curriculum and allows pupils to explore their interests
and learn in a more relaxed way outside the rigours of formal
lessons.
Activities take place before school, at lunch times and after
school. All of our subject departments offer activities as well
as our popular physical education and performing arts clubs.
Pupils can also come into school early in the morning or
remain after school to do their homework, but they must hurry
because the library and IT rooms fill up quickly during every
spare minute of the day! We expect all pupils to participate
in our extra-curricular programme and seize the fantastic
opportunities we offer.

Learning inside the classroom is essential but we also believe that taking learning
outside the classroom widens pupils’ horizons and helps give context to their learning
back at school.
We enrich pupils’ learning experiences and develop their spiritual, moral, cultural
and social awareness through visits to places of cultural and spiritual interest which
help give context to their learning; they learn about personal responsibility and team
work on residential trips and outdoor pursuits, and we participate in events with other
local schools, including inter-Trust activities.

“A very unique
and exemplary
academy”
(Parent)

Caring for Pupils
Pastoral Care
Children can only succeed when they feel safe,
happy and are well cared for. The welfare of our
pupils is our first and foremost priority, and all
our staff pay great attention to the wellbeing of
the pupils in their care.
We teach them about the risks they are vulnerable
to in today’s society and how to keep themselves
safe. At some stage we all need some support
and guidance and no matter how small an issue
may seem to us, we know it is important to a
child, so we take the time and care to listen and
give the right support.

“Pupils are very
proud of their
ability to discuss
issues with
articulacy and
coherence”
(Local Authority)

Participation and Leadership
It is important to feel that we belong and can
make a contribution, and our pupils are proud
to participate in the life of the school. Everyone
has the opportunity to share their views about the
school, and if elected onto School Council, can
make proposals to the Senior Leadership Team
about how the school can further improve.
Pupils can develop their leadership skills after
successful application for curriculum and pastoral
leadership roles, where they can support other
pupils and be involved in leading activities.
Our regular charity fundraising events allow
everyone to make a contribution to society and
learn about good citizenship and we welcome
parents to join in too.

Inclusion for All
Form Tutors build good relationships with their
form groups and are the first point of contact for
pupils every morning. They set a positive tone at
the start of the day and ensure pupils are fully
prepared for their lessons, which helps pupils
approach their day’s work with the right mind
set.
Our high standards of behaviour mean pupils
can feel safe around school and feel confident
that any issues are dealt with immediately. They
know that any form of prejudice or bullying will
not be tolerated.

In line with our vision and British values we believe in equality for all, no matter who
we, our background or circumstances.
We believe that absolutely everyone can achieve well at Dean Trust Ardwick.

“Pupils told me
that they felt very
safe in school”
(Local Authority)

Teaching is tailored to meet the needs of all pupils, providing extra challenge and
support in lessons. We have a dedicated team of staff who provide learning support
for pupils with specific areas of need, and we provide lessons for those pupils with
little or no English so that they can learn the basics and confidently take full part in
the curriculum as soon as possible.
Our English lessons for parents are every popular and they help them not only to
learn English, but to learn about the school so they can support their child’s learning
at home.

Facilities

As a new school we enjoy splendid
facilities. Pupils take great pride in
their school building and look after
it well.
Pupils particularly enjoy the fabulous
sports hall, grounds and pavilion
which are also well used by the
community, and they love to take
part in productions and assemblies
in our enviable ‘state of the art’ hall.
We teach pupils to become
independent learners, and to support
them we have fantastic IT and library
facilities which they can use for
private study time.
Our technology and science
rooms are furnished with the latest
equipment so that pupils can learn
with the best resources to hand, and
our activity studio provides pupils
with the perfect place to practise
dance and drama.

“A lovely school
with fabulous staff
and pupils”
(Visitor))

Further Information
We have provided a summary of who we
are and what we do, but of course there
is a lot more to learn about us.
To find out more please visit our website
where you will find within the ‘About
us’ section our Parent Handbook which
gives more detail about our school.
You are always welcome to contact us
if you have any queries. Thank you for
taking the time to read our prospectus
and for your interest in our school.

Admission
Although part of a Multi Academy Trust,
parents apply through Manchester
Admissions.
The admission policy is available on our
website. The Dean Trust is committed
to providing local schools for local
children.

‘The effectiveness of the federation leadership and management in
embedding ambition and driving improvement is outstanding.’
Ofsted, Leadership of more than one school.
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