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DTA Newsletter 

Theme of the Week: 

Year 7: Cyber Bullying 

Year 8: Online relationships 

and pressures 

Friday 3rd February 

2017 
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Dear Parents and Carers,  

This week we have been exploring how to use the internet safely, as 

part of Internet Safety Week. The week culminated in our Project 

Afternoon, where the whole school joined together outside to hold up 

their # messages about online safety. We shall tell you more next week! 

In this week’s edition please read about our ‘Voicebox’ experience 

where we joined with other Manchester School Councils to discuss 

current issues. 

Trips this week have provided opportunity for Year 8 pupils to visit a 

University event (see photograph above) and attend a workshop with a 

bank. Well done to the Year 7 winners of Manchester United tickets too! 

Please see our website where we have provided easy access for pupils 

if they want information or advice about any personal concerns they 

may have regarding their welfare. We do encourage pupils first and 

foremost to speak to staff, but it is important they can also access 

profession advice from charities such as Kootz and Childline too. 

We wish our pupils the best of luck in their half termly assessments next 

week. 

Enjoy a good read! 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Headteacher 
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Year 7 News 

Two of our fantastic pupils were rewarded this week for their excellent behaviour with free tickets 

for the Manchester United game on Wednesday against Hull City. Tina and Ty-Rhyse were the 

lucky pupils who have been working extra hard to gain excellent BfL scores in lessons. Both 

pupils enjoyed the match greatly. 

 

Tina “I had a really good night. I love football and this was my first match” 

Ty-Rhyse “ I loved it” 

 

 

 
Year 8 News 

On Thursday 2nd February, Dean Trust Ardwick took thirty Year 8 pupils to Manchester University for a 

fantastic opportunity organised by Greater Manchester Higher. Greater Manchester Higher is a 

collaboration of universities and further education colleges who are working together to provide high 

quality outreach activities for local schools.  This one-day event introduced Year 8 pupils to the decisions 

that they will make throughout their education and encourages them to reflect on how their GCSE choices 

could impact on their future. The event included a workshop, campus quest and the opportunity to speak 

with current students from across the partnership. The pupils will also saw a drama performance from 

the performing arts group 2Engage as part of the day. As always, our pupils were extremely well behaved 

and were a pleasure to have on the trip. 
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Debate Club 

 
The DTA Debate Club debated the motion: “This 
House would build a wall around Great Britain” 

with real passion and persuasion this week. Pupils 

were engaged with this very topical issue and are 

continuing to develop their debating and public 

speaking skills. 

Next week the Debate Club will debate: “This 

House believes that gay marriage should take 

place in religious buildings”. 

 

 

 

 

School Council 

The Year 8 School Council met this week and had 

a productive and professional meeting. A range of 

issues were passed on to Mr Doherty, with 

feedback to forms taking place next week. The 

next important thing on the Council agenda is 

fundraising week, so watch this space for more 

information on that. 

 

 

 

Reach Out – Bank of New York Mellon 

Year 8 pupils enjoyed a Reach Out trip to Bank Of New York Mellon (BNM Event) this week. Pupils were 

learning exciting ideas of how to trade, understand shares and work through their mathematical skills. 

The girls were learning how shareholders invest in stock exchange markets and had the opportunity to 

challenge their skills by investing and trading against one another. The picture below is of the winning 

team!  
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Voicebox 

Two year seven pupils and one year eight pupil attended the Voicebox meeting at Whalley 

Range High School and represented Dean Trust Ardwick in an exemplary manner.  ‘Voicebox’ 

is Manchester’s secondary school council network, led and co-ordinated by Manchester 

Healthy Schools with the aim of empowering Manchester’s pupils to use their voices in 

meaningful and effective ways. 

‘Voicebox’ meetings are held five times over the academic year and participating schools take 

it in turns to host the meetings.  Meetings are an opportunity for pupils to get together, share 

their ideas, learn new skills and meet and speak to pupils from other schools from different 

geographical areas of Manchester. 

Our pupils raised that it would be helpful to learn life skills in school such as ‘how to deal with 

bullies’, ‘politics and voting’, ‘how to write a CV’ and ‘how to apply for college’.  

When discussing ‘No smoking day’ pupils representing our school identified a number of risks 

associated with smoking including health implications and that ‘if you smoke you might 

influence other people to start smoking too.’ They even began to design their own story board 

for a short film with the aim to deter someone from starting to smoke.  

Finally, pupils discussed International Women’s Day which is on the 8th March. They looked 

at magazines and discussed how women are presented in these magazines and how women 

are stereotyped. Pupils highlighted the pressure that women face in relation to having the 

‘perfect body’ and that the majority of the adverts displayed ‘make up’ which reinforced this. 

They came up with suggestions as to how they could spread the message of International 

Women’s Day around our school and came up with ideas for form time around researching 

influential women., and making this into a competition across the school. 

Our pupils displayed a mature attitude throughout the meeting and did our school proud.  
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Science 

The Year 7s have been looking at the environmental conditions that mealworms like in 

practicals this week. 

 

 

Physical Education 

In P.E this week all pupils have been assessed in the sports they have been participating 

in for the past 4 weeks. Pupils have shown some real talent in their assessment lessons 

and have demonstrated multiple teaching points and techniques learnt in previous lessons. 

We as a department are very proud of the pupils’ efforts and are excited to introduce the 

pupils to their new sports next week. This term there has been a big focus on pupils 

developing their knowledge on the muscles in the human body and linking components of 

fitness to sports. In lessons pupils are correctly highlighting numerous muscles in the body 

and also how each component of fitness relates to their chosen sport. 
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MFL Extra-Curricular Activities have resumed this week with great attendance! Don’t miss 

out and join us next week! 

Film Club: Tuesdays and Wednesdays with Miss Connaughton in G74 at 3pm. 

Linguascope Club: Wednesdays lunch time with Mr Taylor-Johnson in G72 at 12:35pm. 

Italian: Wednesdays lunch time with Mr Diaz in 106 at 12:35pm. 

Arabic: Fridays with Mr Stroud in 104 at 3pm. 

 

The MFL Department would like to congratulate the following pupils for going that 

extra mile in their MFL lessons this week. 

 

Year 7 Spanish  

 

 

Year 8 Spanish 

 

 

Year 8 French    

 

Tulsi Wilkinson-Das 7D Whitworth, Asmaa Hussein 7T 

Bridgewater, Ty-Rhys Smith 7T Piccadilly   

     

 

Emran Hoque 8D Rylands, Melissa Akar 8D 

Whitworth, Shamico Lewis 8D Whitworth, Muhammad 

Chaudhary 8T Victoria  

   

 

Malaika Hussein 8D Lowry, Rueben Depasois 8T 

Bridgewater, Kelese Shaw 8T Piccadilly 

 

MFL 

 

Art Lessons In year 7 pupils 

have started a project on 

exploring bizarre bugs and 

working on the technical drawing 

skills. This week we have been 

focusing on mark making and 

tone. 

Art Club This week we have 

been busing forwards with our 

mural. The painting is well 

underway and pupils are starting 

to add finer touches to some 

areas of the mural so far. 

Set Design The grave stones 

are complete and we have flowers 

for costumes coming out of our 

ears! This week we will be 

focusing on costumes and our 

small props.  
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Year 7 Awards 

BfL Grade 1 Form of the Week 

BfL Form of the Week Winners: 

Turing – 104 Grade 1s 

 

Weekly Form Attendance 

 

Last week form attendance winners in order 

are: 

1. Piccadilly, Victoria and Whitworth – 

98.2%  

2.  Bridgewater and Rylands – 98% 

3.  Lowry – 96.9% 

 

Well done to all! 

 

  

 

BfL Grade 1 Form of the Week 

 

Last week’s BfL grade 1 winners in order are: 

 

1. Whitworth – 139 grade 1 marks 

2. Rylands – 136 grade 1 marks 

3. Lowry – 114 grade 1 marks 

4. Bridgewater and Piccadilly -  96 grade 1 

marks 

5. Victoria – 71 grade 1 marks 

 

Year 8 Awards 

BfL Grade 1 Top 

Pupils 

BfL Grade 1 winners are: 

Kaden Daly 

Syed Haris Shah 

Alyza Shakoor 

James Hennessy 

Aaliyah Cargill Ward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole School 

Attendance 

This week’s full school attendance is 

96.6% 
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