DTA Newsletter
Theme of the Week:
Achievement Week

Friday 16th February

Safeguarding Tip:

Congratulations to the Year 9 Football Team!

Please ensure your telephone
number and your emergency
contact numbers are up to
date. If any doubt please contact
school to check.

Dear Parents and Carers,
What a fantastic end to the half term it’s been! The Macbeth performance
was held on Tuesday and Thursday and the show was outstanding! The cast,
pupils who worked backstage and staff did an amazing job and worked so
hard to bring the show together. The auditorium was full each night with
pupils, family, friends and VIPs. The feedback we have received about the
show has been wonderful. A true triumph for DTA drama! Read all about it in
our next newsletter. This is a glimpse of DTA at its very best.
We have had a great sporting week as well. Our Year 9 boys football team
won the Hub Tournament last Friday bringing back the trophy after beating 9
other teams and the Year 8 and Year 9 girls are through to the semi-final
after beating Levenshulme High 4-1 this week. I think a cabinet is required as
I am sure we have many more trophies to come!
I hope you all have a restful half term and look forward to seeing everyone
back bright and refreshed on the 26th February. Enjoy the rest of the articles
in this week’s edition.

Yours sincerely
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Ms S Finlay
Headteacher
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Headteachers Commendation
Well done to Danyal Y7 for his fabulous art in the style of a modern artist and to Inmal Y7 for a thorough
piece of humanities classwork!

Year 7 News
This term at Dean Trust Ardwick saw the launch of Passport to Excellence, designed to help pupils make
excellent progress at school and develop vital skills for the wider world. At Dean Trust Ardwick,
entrepreneurship is integrated into all areas of school life. We focus of the development of key qualities of
passion, determination, risk-taking, problem solving, teamwork, creativity and global citizenship. Throughout
the year, pupils will be collecting evidence of their entrepreneurial activities in their Passport to Excellence
booklets. Evidence can be collected both in and outside school and can cover a wide range of activities, for
example; an outstanding piece of written work, taking part in a group like Cadets, learning an instrument,
volunteering or playing in a sports team. I am increasingly proud of my Year 7s for their consistently high
standards regarding attendance and progress over this last half term. I have seen some amazing work
produced. Walking into Year 7 classes I see diligent, hardworking and focused students. I would like to see
more of you involved in as many clubs as possible and supporting your school as often as you can:-this can be
evidence for the passports. I wish you all a restful half term and look forward to seeing all Year 7 ready and
refreshed for another half term!
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Year 8 News
What a fantastic week you Year 8s. From Marriam leading as Macbeth in the school production, to the Year 8
girls winning their football match, I am really proud Year 8s!. A special mention goes to Steven and Renee for
winning the handwriting competition and to the three pupils who were randomly selected to win some vouchers
for having 100% attendance this term.
Well done to all who received certificates and the free breakfast on Friday.

Year 9 News
It has been a very busy half term for the Year 9s and I am sure all of them are ready for a well-deserved rest
over the forthcoming half term. I have been very impressed with how the Year 9s have worked extremely hard
against each challenge that I have set them, be it to increase their BFL grades or focus more on homework,
they are responding well which is pleasing to see.
I have had many requests for further information from parents about the next steps of the options process. I will
be discussing certain options with pupils over a series of 1-2-1 meetings within the first week back after half
term. As you are aware, the subjects studied at KS4 are extremely important in preparing them for their post 16
options and I would like to make sure that our pupils have enough support, information and guidance about the
subjects and specifications as possible. The meetings are just another way in which the school can ensure that
your sons and daughters are prepared for their next steps.
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Handwriting Day
This week saw the presentations of calligraphy sets and certificates to 6 pupils who were all winners in our whole
school handwriting competition which took place on January 25th for ‘National Handwriting Day’. In this day of
emails, texts and a huge use of IT equipment, we as a school know the importance of clear and legible
handwriting. The chosen text were synopsis of the current English topics that each year group is studying, and
we had some beautiful examples that are currently on display around the school.
The pupils thoroughly enjoyed the competition and we will be repeating it again next year.

World Book Day
We’re delighted to take part in the World Book Day competition to create an amazing display that demonstrates
how our school is flying high with reading. From our English department, Mrs Burton and Ms Alam have
collaborated with the Art and STEMs club, and the IT department within our school to create our astronomical
display. Some of our pupils have interviewed their fellow peers in order to create a short video on “what they like
to read and where reading takes them?” Our display has digital interactivity by using an augmented reality app
called HP Reveal on the iPads.
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MU Foundation
Dean Trust Ardwick hosted its second partner primary school football
tournament of the school year. Teams from Plymouth Grove, Stanley Grove
and St John’s Primary School all took part, displaying fantastic skill, effort
and sportsmanship. After a tense final, Stanley Grove narrowly claimed
success defeating Plymouth Grove in a penalty shootout. Well done to all of
those who participated and to the pupil leaders from Dean Trust Ardwick
who helped to make the event a great success.
On Thursday 8th February eight of Dean Trust Ardwick’s Year 8 pupils took
part in the Manchester United Foundation ‘Show the Love’ environmental
awareness event at Old Trafford stadium. At the event, the pupils
participated in three interactive workshops which sought to communicate
the impact of climate change on the local community and inspire those
present to make their respective schools ‘greener’. The pupils who took part
were a credit to the school, engaging excellently and generating some great
ideas to help tackle climate change locally.
Congratulations to those members of the Year 9 boys football team who
travelled to Dean Trust Wigan to compete in a Manchester United
Foundation Hub football tournament on Friday 9th February. The boys
played excellently despite challenging winter conditions, winning the
competition in dramatic fashion after defeating Middleton Technology
School 2-1 in the final. Here's to hoping that the trophy is the first of many
more to come. Well done boys!

345 Stockport Road Manchester M12 4DY
t: 0161 972 2988
e: admin@deantrustardwick.co.uk
w: www.deantrustardwick.co.uk/

Believe Achieve Succeed

Debate Club
The Big Debate this week will take place on Friday 16th February and will debate
the motion: This House believes that technology will eventually stop us going
outside. I’m looking forward to another big turnout and another fantastic, highquality debate.

School Council
The student council met this week to discuss the issues raised at form and year council level. Next week there
will be a competition launched to design the logo for the new Dean Trust Ardwick water bottles. Pupils said they
would like better access to water and the school council decided that the introduction of a re-useable water bottle
was the best way to do this. The school council are also investigating opportunities to raise money for charity
during the year.

Careers
Dean Trust Ardwick has enlisted the services of Careers Connect, a Liverpool based careers organisations
which is currently providing impartial one-to-one careers advice to Year 9 pupils. A new workshop will be starting
after half term which will run every week for 5 weeks. The aim of the workshop is to grow Year 9 pupils in
preparation for the world of work and will cover qualities such as motivation, confidence and resilience. All Year 9
pupils will take part in 1 session per week for 5 weeks.

Physical Education
This week pupils have moved onto their new sports. Pupils are now participating in either gymnastics, cricket,
dance, rounders or handball. Year 9 girls football team played Levenshulme High School this week and won 41, which secures their place in the semi-finals in the Manchester Cup. Mr Buckley hosted MU Foundation girls
partner primary football tournament at DTA this week. Good luck to the year 9 boys football team this week in
their fixture against MCMA.

MFL
As half term 3 is coming to an end, the MFL department are already looking
towards half term 4 and the end of term test. Pupils will have already received
their exam timetables so make sure you are revising conjugation and all the
key vocabulary that you have learnt this year! To help you, use Linguascope,
Memrise and Wordreference! Next term, the MFL faculty will be continuing
with “Linguascope Club” on Tuesday lunchtimes. Make sure
you get a Linguascope Pass from your teachers! In Mrs
Connaughton’s MFL Club, which is every Wednesday after school, pupils watched “UP” which is
a very popular Pixar film. Here are some reviews:

didn’t need to follow the subtitles..”

“I really liked this movie because it was
emotional and funny at the same time.”

-Angela Mozumder (7T Bridgewater)

-NimAHane Muse (7T Gaskell)

“The Spanish was so easy to follow that I

Finally, the Stars of the Half Term are:
Year 7: Abdelrehman Yunis. Year 8: Tulsi Wilkinson. Year 9: Aysha Khalid
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Technology
Design and Technology
Year 7s have been busy taking part in their half-term assessment based on their current CAD and CAM clock. In
practical lessons they have continued to build upon their skills on 2D design. In Year 8 this week, we have also
been completing our half-term assessment in order to identify the gaps in our knowledge. In practical lessons we
have continued to use 2D design to create our Memphis inspired desk lights. This week in Year 9 we have been
learning about resistors and the importance of these within a circuit. During our practical lessons we have been
planning how we are going to put together our PCB and components and practising how we create a quality
soldering joint.
Food and Nutrition
Year 7s have been completing their half term assessment to identify the gaps in their knowledge. In the practical
lessons this week we have prepared high risks foods by making chicken goujons. In Year 8 we have also been
completing our half term assessment and analysing the results to see how much we have learned. This will help
us improve our work and revision ready for our end of term test. In Year 9 theory lessons we have been busy
learning about food allergies and intolerances in preparation for our upcoming half term assessment. In practical
lessons this week we have been focusing on quality control by making fresh spring rolls.

Art and Design
In Year 7 we have been completing our bug bodies using papier mache focusing on improving our techniques. In
Year 8 we have been continuing to develop our cardboard experiments focusing on how they link to our previous
designs. In Year 9 we have looked at introducing some colour into our paintings, taking care to mix the correct
colours and focus on texture.
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Year 7 Awards

BfL Grade 1 Form of the Week

Form of the Week Attendance

Palace-126 Grade 1s

Palace-100%

BfL Grade 1 Stars of the Week

Stars of the Week

BfL Star of the Week will return after half
term.

Star of the Week will return after half term.

Year 8 Awards
Form of the Week Attendance

BfL Grade 1 Form of the Week

Deansgate-115 Grade 1s

Lowry-99.6%

BfL Grade 1 Stars of the Week

Stars of the Week

BfL Star of the Week will return after half
term.

Star of the Week will return after half term.
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Year 9 Awards

BfL Grade 1 Form of the Week

Form of the Week Attendance

Bridgewater and Whitworth-52
Grade 1s

Whitworth-96.2%

BfL Grade 1 Stars of the Week

Stars of the Week

BfL Star of the Week will return after half
term.

Star of the Week will return after half
term.

Whole School Attendance
97.1%

345 Stockport Road Manchester M12 4DY
t: 0161 972 2988
e: admin@deantrustardwick.co.uk
w: www.deantrustardwick.co.uk/

Believe Achieve Succeed

