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Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a fantastic half term it’s been, it’s certainly been very busy! We have 

had Duke of Edinburgh trips and activities, a trip to Stratford to see a 

Shakespeare play, countless sporting activities with some outstanding 

performances, fantastic visitors coming into school alongside Coffee 

Mornings and the Headteacher drop in session.  

This week the Manchester United Foundation invited the RAF to come into 

school on Wednesday to run 2 team building sessions and on Thursday we 

held our Fundraising Fair in aid of Cancer Research. All the form groups had 

stalls and some of the parents and staff very kindly made a variety of food to 

sell. We are still in the process of counting up how much has been raised but 

thank you all for donating and attending the event.  

Today saw the Rewards Afternoon take place with pupils who have been 

selected for their achievement, behaviour and attendance. Heads of Year 

have arranged various activities to celebrate their success. 

Finally I hope you all have a restful half term and look forward to seeing 
everyone back bright and refreshed on the 4th June at 8.35 am. Enjoy the 
rest of the articles in this week’s edition. 

Enjoy the rest of this week’s newsletter. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms S Finlay 

Headteacher 

Safeguarding Tip:   

Please remind your child to drink 
plenty of water during hot 
weather. 

DTA Newsletter 

Theme of the Week: 

Achievement Week 

 

Friday 25th May  

Fabulous Food for our Fundraising Fair! 
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Year 8 News  
 

 

Year 7 News  

 
Well we are finally here and it has been a very busy week! We have had rewards assemblies to recognise the 
achievements of Year 7 -9 pupils over this half term, as well as our whole school fundraising fair in aid of Cancer 
Research UK. We finished off with our whole school rewards afternoon on Friday for the lucky pupils selected by 
their form tutors to attend this event. I know I’m looking forward to a well-deserved half term break. I hope 
parents, carers and pupils have an enjoyable Bank Holiday and half term holiday. I look forward to coming back 
to the final half term of this academic year! 
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Year 9 News 

On Wednesday 23rd May fifty Year 9 pupils took part in a Personal Development Day on behalf of MU 
Foundation and the RAF. Delivered by two senior RAF officers, the pupils participated in a collection of activities 
which were designed to stimulate their problem solving, communication and leadership skills. Those involved 
commented positively on the experience. The pupils indicated that they found the sessions to be fun and 
educational, emphasizing to them the importance of appropriate communication and effective leadership. Well 
done to those who took part and thank you to our guests, Ben and Wayne.  
 
 

DTA Primary Football Tournament 

On Wednesday over 80 pupils from primary schools in the surrounding area took part in a Year 4, 5 and 6 

football tournament at Dean Trust Ardwick. Boys and girls from St. Luke's Primary School, Plymouth Grove 

Primary School, Stanley Grove Primary Academy and St. John's Primary School came together in a fantastic 

event that showcased respect, competitive spirit and a wonderful 

appetite for sport. After an hour of play, the ten teams to enter were 

eventually whittled down to two with St. Luke's and Stanley Grove 

competing in the final. The competition ended in dramatic fashion as St. 

Luke's claimed victory with seconds to spare. Well done to those who 

were victorious and well done to all of the other competitors - you played 

with heart, spirit and fantastic quality which your respective primary 

schools should be very proud of.     
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Train to Teach with the Dean Trust 

 

Did you know you could train to teach within the Dean Trust at our teacher training centre based at Ashton on 
Mersey School in Trafford?  

Ashton on Mersey Teacher Training aims to develop the outstanding teachers of the future, those who will make 
a difference in the lives of the pupils they teach and to the colleagues with whom they work. 

We are currently recruiting for our 2018/19 Primary and Secondary PGCE programmes.  

If you are interested in teaching and would like further information on Teacher Training or to speak to a member 
of the Ashton SCITT team then please contact Karen Craven, the SCITT administrator 
karencraven@thedeantrust.co.uk for more details. 

 

 

Memorial Assembly  

On Tuesday we held memorial assemblies for the 22 lives lost at the attack on Manchester Arena last year. Our 
message was to focus on the affection we have for our city and the people that we share it with. The names of 
those we lost deserve our thoughts and remembrance more than the hate that took them away. Pupils have 
written messages which we have hung on our own Trees of Hope in our school yard; they will be left there until 
the end of the half term for pupils and visitors to read. Dean Trust Ardwick are proud to belong to Manchester. 
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The Big Debate 

The DTA Debate Club held another Big Debate on Friday 18 May, debating the motion “This House believes that 
exams are good for mental health”. The motion was chosen to tie-in with Mental Health Awareness Week, and 
provoked another fantastic, passionate debate, with over 100 pupils in the audience. Congratulations to Amina 
Rahman, Ayan Saleh, Hodan Bashir, Hanad Muse and Sumaya Jeilani who all spoke eloquently and powerfully. 

 

 

 

 

 

Inclusion 

This week we invited a small group of year 6 pupils for a transition club. We had a tour of the school and spoke 
about their emotions and feelings on attending DTA in September. The pupils are looking forward to another visit 
with us again after half term. We aim to build strong relationships with these pupils during these visits, before 
they start with us, as year 7s in September. 
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Physical Education 

Pupils have begun their new sports this week, and have now moved onto tennis, 
rounders, athletics or badminton. It is fantastic to see what knowledge and skills 
pupils could recall from previous years, which enables the PE faculty to stretch and 
challenge pupils to be the best that they can be. thirteen Year 7 pupils attended 
Great Manchester City Games last week where over 100 pupils from schools around 
Manchester competed in 100m sprints on a track set up down Deansgate. Georgi 
Ivanov and Mazin Salih came a victorious 1st place in both of their heats and 
progressed to the semi-final with Agnes coming 2nd in her heat. Georgi won his semi-
final heat and secured a place in the final of the Manchester schools, where he 
finished a tremendous 2nd place, taking him through to the national finals. He then 
competed against the finalists from Manchester, Newcastle and Portsmouth which 
aired on BBC2 on the Great City Games. Georgi secured a joint bronze position 
finishing with a total time of 13.51. Well done Georgi! 

 

 

MFL 

In the Summer Term, all pupils have completed an assessment in listening and reading. In Year 7, pupils have 

been learning their third tense: The Past Tense in both Spanish and French. Make sure you learn the new 

Spanish “Preterite” endings and the French DR MRS VANDERTRAMP verbs! Meanwhile in Year 8, pupils are 

learning about “La Feria de Abril”, The April Fair in Seville. Finally, Year 9 will be learning about the environment 

in their Spanish lessons and Cyberbullying in their French lessons. 

Another great website to help with revision is “Linguascope” Make sure you get 

a Linguascope Pass from your teachers and come to “Linguascope Club” on 

Tuesday lunchtimes. 

 

 

In this week’s Film Club with Miss Connaughton, pupils 
watched “Wonder”, a drama film in Spanish. Watching foreign films is always a fun way to 
improve your language skills and we recommend all pupils to watch a TV programme or 
film in a foreign language each week!  
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Technology 

 

Design and Technology 

 
This week in design and technology Year 7 are improving and 

exploring further skills in Techsoft 2D design, we are now beginning 

to work towards our final designs. Year 8 and 9 have been looking at 

the properties of natural and synthetic fibres, they have been working 

on creating a samples showing some of their potential design ideas. 

 
Food and Nutrition 

  

This week in food and nutrition we have been looking at vitamins and 

how our bodies use them to keep us functioning properly. We have 

also been looking at the gap in our knowledge in light of the half term 

assessments. 

  

Art and Design 

 
In Year 7 we have been starting to look at observational drawings 

working towards our final piece. In year 8 we have begun to add a 

variety of adaptations to our sculptures based on our designs. In year 

9 we have started enlarging our designs ready for our final pieces.  
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BfL Grade 1 Form of the Week  
 
 

BfL Grade 1 Stars of the Week 

 

Back after Half Term 
 

 

Year 7 Awards 

BfL Grade 1 Form of the Week  

 

 

Form of the Week Attendance 

 

 

BfL Grade 1 Stars of the Week 

 

Back after Half Term 

 

 

 

Stars of the Week 

 

Back after Half Term 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stars of The Week 
  

Back after Half Term 
 

 

 
 

 

Year 8 Awards 

Form of the Week Attendance 
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Year 9 Awards 

BfL Grade 1 Form of the Week 

 
 

BfL Grade 1 Stars of the Week  

 

Back after Half Term 

Form of the Week Attendance 

 
 

Whole School Attendance 

 

97.07% 

Stars of the Week 

 

Back after Half Term 
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