
Raising the Participation age came about from government 
legislation, introduced in 2013 to encourage young people to stay 
in ‘education and training’ until they are 18. This does not mean 
you need to stay in full time education, you have three options 
when you leave school:

Full time study (Academic (A-Levels) or vocational 
qualifications = most popular)

Apprenticeships, traineeships and supported internships.

Full time work or volunteering with part-time study. 

Of these three options the vast majority go on to full time study 
(90%) with around 5% going on to apprenticeships.



1) What  might you like to pursue as a career?



2) Which qualifications will best help you enter that career and which you would enjoy?

3 options of the type of 
learning:
1) Work based (in a 

business/on the 
job)

2) Vocational (college 
or sixth form)

3) Academic (college 
or sixth form)



Full time study

• A levels and other subject-based qualifications like International 
Baccalaureate (IB) and Cambridge Pre-U are a good option if students 
enjoy particular subjects and want to study them further, or if they are 
planning to go to university. Students normally need to have at least five 
GCSEs at grades 9-4 and may need at least a grade 6 in specific subjects 
they want to study such as maths or the sciences.

• Work and job-related courses: NVQs, BTECs, TechBacs and Cambridge 
Technicals are good qualifications to take if they want to combine hands 
on, practical learning with studying subjects and technical skills. They are 
specialist courses which relate to particular jobs, sectors, or subject areas. 
Depending on what qualifications they take, they can go on to further 
education, training, or employment, or university.



Just 1 example: of Full Time Study options:

1) Go to college and study a 1st 4 Sport Level 3 Diploma in Sport and 
Physical Activity

(You would need 5 GCSEs at grade 4 or above)

2) If you achieved a Distinction, this would give you 96 UCAS points which is 
the entry requirement for:

3) A BA (HONS) degree in International Football Business
Management at UCFB (Etihad Campus)
Or 
4) A BSc (HONS) degree in Sports and Exercise Science at UA92
It is important when choosing full time study courses to have an idea where you 

want it to lead to. That way, you can make sure you would have enough UCAS points 
and you do not limit your options!



Apprenticeships

Full-time job
Train for NVQ qualifications
1 – 4 years long (level 2, 12 to 18 months; level3, 24 months)
Very wide range of employment sectors 
Intermediate (level 2) Advanced (level 3) or Higher Levels
Receive a wage
Need grades 4/5 in English and Maths for most intermediate 
apprenticeships  

Traineeships – 6 month programme of unpaid training and work 
experience 



Full-time employment

• The third option is full-time employment or volunteering (full-time is 
counted as more than 20 hours a week) but it must be combined with 
part-time study or training. This is where the government have raised 
the participation age. You can’t just go and get any old job. It must be 
a job with training or the young person is not seen as fully 
participating.

• Colleges and training providers offer a wide range of training courses 
that are part-time, including A levels and work-related qualifications 
like BTECs or NVQs. These courses can be taken alongside work or 
voluntary opportunities.

• Statistics show that young people who take this route are more likely 
to end up not in employment long term.



Some of what’s 
out there in 

Manchester?

https://www.indeed.co.uk/Appr
enticeship-jobs-in-

Manchester?vjk=df6b1b00d558
b376

https://www.ukfast.c
o.uk/apprenticeships

.html

https://www.indeed.co.uk/Apprenticeship-jobs-in-Manchester?vjk=df6b1b00d558b376
https://www.ukfast.co.uk/apprenticeships.html

