
Headteacher’s Message
Dear Parents and Carers,

I cannot believe we are producing the final newsletter of the year! We have done so 
many wonderful things this year, and every week there is something we can share with 
you that makes us proud of the school and pupils. 

Our final pieces of news this year include the recognition of the excellent achievement 
of so many of our pupils  deserving of a special school award at our annual Awards 
Evening; the Community Fête which was a real success as a ‘first’ event, well attended 
and enjoyed by the local community; winning the UK Fast School of the Year award, and the brilliant 
school show ‘Aladdin’ which dazzled, entertained and impressed large audiences.

We wish the pupils who won a place on the school trips to Blackpool Pleasure Beach and Alton Towers a 
great day out together today. Looking into next week,  we are excited about the Sports Day on Monday 
and look forward to awarding  great 100% Attendance Week prizes on Tuesday morning.

We expect all pupils to attend until the end of term of course. Please note school will finish at 12pm on 
Tuesday and brunch will be provided for pupils. 

I hope that your child enjoys the summer break and returns to school on 4th September refreshed for the 
new school term. You will receive a letter regarding arrangements for the new term, and you can find the 
Parent Handbook for 2019-20 on the school website. 

With very best wishes

Ms S. Finlay

Ms S. Finlay
Headteacher

NEWSLETTER

Safeguarding Tip: We all achieve something 
on a daily basis. Take the time to reflect upon 
your child’s achievements, and help them 
celebrate the achievement of others.

w/c 15th July 2019

Dates for your Diary

22nd July 2019 Sports Day Trips

23th July 2019 School closes for summer



Head of Year Updates

Year 7 News
It has been a thrilling year for Year 7 pupils, settling into a new school, new friends, new building, new teachers, new 
everything! Pupils have settled in well and it has been a delight to watch the cohort grow in confidence and develop into 
mature young members of the Dean Trust Ardwick Community. This years’ highlights have been many, from the all exciting 
Outward Bound Trip, the Football Team’s successes, the ongoing Girls’ Netball Team triumphs and many, many more. Several 
pupils have grown this year to be role models and exemplary leaders, all of which were celebrated at the Awards Evening this 
month and throughout the year in achievement assemblies. It has been a pleasure working with Year 7 and having the support 
from home, as a team, we have made this year a fundamental success for everyone, and for that I am very grateful.

Year 8 News
This is the last newsletter for this academic year. It has been a very successful year with many exciting events and activities that 
have taken place in year 8. We had our final Year 8 Achievement Assembly. Where we rewarded pupils who have demonstrated 
their commitment and a positive to their school life. I would like to thank all year 8 parent/carers for ensuring your child is 
always prepared, ready and willing to learn. I hope you all have a great summer and I look forward to working with you in 
the next academic year.

Year 9 News
It has been a fabulous year for the Year 9 cohort with a great variety of events that the pupils have experienced. Highlights 
include; The DofE weekends, numerous sporting fixtures, the Manchester Metropolitan Trip, the ReachOut Programme, the 
Dianne Modahl Initiative, the Aladdin school production, amongst many others. The Year 9 pupils have now competed Key 
Stage 3 and are ready to embark on their examination journey starting in Year 10 in September. They have chosen their options 
and now seem more mature and ready for the responsibility and expectations that come in Key Stage 4.

Year 10 News
It has been a great year for all the Year 10 pupils and I am really proud of the achievements and gains they have all made. This 
week, we celebrated these achievements in the final assembly of the year with winners from across all forms and all areas of 
the curriculum. A huge congratulations to all winners, especially Adline, who won the prestigious Headteacher’s award for 
her work around the school as a pupil leader. A worthy winner! Have a fantastic and well deserved summer break and I look 
forward to welcoming you back as Dean Trust Ardwick’s very first Year 11 pupils!

@DT_Ardwick



Mathematics: UK Mathematic Trust and Lego Discovery Centre
The main highlights of the mathematics faculty this year have been our UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT) challenge and the 
trip to the Lego Discovery Centre. The UKMT Challenge was our most successful yet! Several pupils gained certificates and 
advanced to the next round. Our ‘Where Engineering Gets Awesome’ lego maths enrichment club culminated in a visit to the 
Lego Discovery Centre at the Trafford Centre. As well as exploring the centre and enjoying the attraction, pupils were involved 
in a workshop which involved hypothesising how long different types of spinners (which they built) would spin for. We look 
forward to next year, and wonder if anyone can beat Safoora in Year 9 at MathsWatch – she has amassed a massive 4739 
minutes on MathsWatch this year.

English: A Mystical Adventure Story!
Year 7 pupils have planned and created a mystical adventure story over the past few weeks. Pupils have taken on the persona 
of an intrepid, courageous warrior who has inspired and guided a team of companions from the mythical and evil Kingdom of 
Kraznir, back to peace-loving Slinsil! Defeating evil magicians, terrifying terrains and hideous creatures en route, pupils have 
improved their spelling, grammar and creative writing skills ready for the challenges of Year 8. 

Faculty Updates

@DT_Ardwick

A MASSIVE congratulations to all of the pupils at Dean Trust Ardwick from the English faculty, what a wonderful year of hard 
work, determination and creativity. It has been a busy but a hugely successful year for the subject – long may it continue!



Faculty Updates

Physical Education: Involvement in major sporting events!
To end the year we are celebrating the achievements made within Physical Education. This year we have organised a number 
of fantastic opportunities which pupils have thrived in including: Tough Mudder, Dean Trust Active Games and the Dean Trust 
Games. Similarly, we are celebrating the achievements of our sports teams. In particular the Year 9 Girls Netball Team and 
Year 10 Boys Football Team both whom have won their league tables. Lastly, we give special mentions to pupils that have 
represented our school brilliant across major world sporting events including the Old Trafford flag bearers for the Champions 
League and flag bearer for Twickenham at International England Rugby. Thank you to all the pupils that have worked extremely 
hard each week and been wholly committed to their extra-curricular activities. 

Humanities
Particular highlights  of this year have been Year 8’s Industrial Revolution models, some great work by Year 9 on the River Tees, 
fantastic History timelines by Year 7 and Year 10’s amazing work as they prepare for their GCSEs.

However, our great work has not just been confined to the classroom. Throughout the year, humanities have marked and 
celebrated a number of events, led school workshops and have been on a number of school trips. Memorable moments 
included Remembrance Day on which we arrange a minute silence and Miss Aulich played ‘Last Post’ on the bugle. Zoo Lab 
workshop for Year 9, where a number of different animals from the rainforest were brought into school to show how animals 
adapt. Film clubs for Year 7 and Year 8 screening Slumdog Millionaire and Black Panther to support their respective topics of 
the Geography of India and Africa. Year 8 Climate Change Pledges and how they can do their bit. Eco Committee’s ‘Plastic 
Week’ litter picks and recycling. The Year 10 coastal fieldtrip to Rhyl for support their GCSE’s. Dave Draws, a local artist, who 
came in to school to create a bespoke piece of art to showcase the Ardwick community and our school with the support of a 
number of Year 7 pupils. And, of course, Year 9 pupils taking part in ‘Making Manchester’, celebrating their parents journeys 
to Manchester and showcasing their dance moves and singing abilities in the live performance!

The past academic year has seen some amazing achievements and the whole Humanities Faculty would like to say a big thank 
you to all pupils for their efforts and amazing work! And we predict that next year will be even better!

@DT_Ardwick



Faculty Updates

Modern Foreign Languages
What a year it has been in the Modern Foreign Languages faculty! We started off the year with European Day of Languages, 
where different faculties joined in by teaching different languages. Following that, Onatti productions visited our school to 
perform a play, entirely in French, for Year 9. We were lucky enough to have Onatti productions perform for us once more 
but this time in Spanish and for an audience of Year 8 pupils. Year 10 visited HOME theatre and cinema to watch a French 
play and a Spanish film whilst Luke from the University of Manchester came to deliver a course of Russian lessons. There has 
been so much going on and we are so excited for next year. We look forward to all of the new opportunities that lie ahead.

Science
One of our major highlights this year was the Serious About Science sessions, whereby a number of scientific professionals 
visited our faculty to present to our ambitious Year 10 pupils. The experience increased Year 10 student’s eagerness to further 
study science and all that it has to offer in Year 11 and in further education. This year’s Year 6 Transition Day was a huge 
success and we are confident that the day sparked excitement in the soon to be Year 7 pupils. Well done to the Year 10 pupils 
who took part in Isaac Physics trips to The University Of Manchester, you represented the school superbly and we look 
forward to similar educational trips next year. We are incredibly happy with the progress pupils have made this year and we 
anticipate strong progress and success in the next academic year.



Faculty Updates
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Hospitality and Catering
It has been a fantastic year in hospitality and catering with all pupils making a range of products throughout the year! 
Highlights include the Year 7 fruit salad, their first practical at Dean Trust Ardwick; all pupils were extremely enthusiastic and 
created brilliant products to take home. In Year 8, pupils created pizzas fit to be sold in restaurants, the quality of the dough 
and final bake were outstanding. Jerk chicken and chicken kebabs are still the most discussed practical for Year 9 pupils, by 
far the tastiest food they made this year. 

Finally, the Year 10 pupils have made outstanding progress throughout the academic year! They have developed their knowledge 
and practical skills to a high standard by ending the year being independent in their ability to choose and execute products to 
a high standard, this ensures the Year 10 pupils will begin their final year fully prepared. As a result of this, pupils were able 
to cater for the VIPs in our Awards Evening. Guests were blown away by the standard of products produced by pupils who 
confidently spoke to members of the community, governors and staff how they were able to make the canapés.

@DT_Ardwick
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Faculty Updates

Design and Technology
Design & Technology pupils have worked incredibly hard developing their design and production skills this year.  Year 7 pupils 
have made a great start during their first academic year by learning how to use computer aided design (CAD) and computer 
aided manufacturing (CAM) to produce commercially viable clock products! Year 8 have developed their textile skills to craft 
a British inspired cushion as well as improving their existing ‘2D Design’ skills to plan and manufacture a functional desk light. 
Year 9 have advanced their knowledge of electronics and stretched their soldering skills to assemble a working speaker from 
electrical components. In addition to their speakers, Year 9 have been working hard in preparation of their GCSEs to create a 
maze product that responds to a set design brief and specification. In GCSE Design and Technology Year 10 pupils have been 
practising for their non-exam assessments by creating a variety of products from a range of materials such as; table tennis bats, 
egg cups and pewter jewellery pendants.

@DT_Ardwick@DT_Ardwick
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Faculty Updates
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Art and Design
This year in Art and Design Year 7 have created a swarm of beautiful and creative butterflies after a series of drawings. They 
have explored different medias in 2D and 3D. Year 8 have explored their identities by looking at Manchester’s architecture 
and creating typography relating to their identity. They have worked in mixed media, developing their textile knowledge which 
was initially explored in Design Technology at the start of the year. Year 9 have been working on a mechanical  objects project 
looking at Jim Dine for inspiration. They have worked with a variety of fine art materials and enhanced and refined their skills 
with wet and dry materials. Looking at ideas of design and composition throughout. Year 10 have developed their ability to 
explore a topic and branch out to find subjects that interest them. They have been given two projects this year which will take 
them through to Year 11 and account to their GCSE. Pupils have had multiple workshops exploring fine art, textiles, 2D and 
3D to help them progress and produce exciting work throughout the year. 



@DT_Ardwick

Faculty Updates

Inclusion
We are always proud of our EAL pupils and at the end of the year is a great time to get together and talk about our achievements. 
This year everyone has worked extremely hard to go above and beyond. Year 10’s Khalid and Jonathan started the year with 
little English and now have made huge improvements and personal developments. They were also able to complete their first 
formal assessments all in English. Year 9 have shown outstanding dedication and there have been impressive progress from 
all, especially Noura, Sara, Amina and Abdullah. Year 7 and Year 8 have worked equally hard with Abrar achieving star of the 
month. It has been another successful year, a big well done to all!

UK Junior Maths Challenge: The results are in!
A huge congratulations to all our year 7 and year 8 pupils who took part in the UK Maths Challenge earlier in the year. 
The results are in and we’d like to say a particular congratulations to those below, who managed to win one of the highly 
competitive silver or bronze awards!

In Year 8:
Silver award winners: Nevras, Adib, Marin
Bronze award winners: Zakaria, Kelly, Lynn, Jureyah, Shahriya, Shakeel, Mudaser, Abdulrehman, Justifier, Aneesah, Raeesa

In Year 7:
Bronze award winners: Noshin, Jannat Sayed, Yar, Abdi.



@DT_Ardwick

Performing Arts: Aladdin Jr. Production
This week saw Dean Trust Ardwick’s first ever musical theatre production and what a production it was! The audience were 
amazed by the standard of the performers in Disney’s Aladdin Jr. The cast have worked incredibly hard, learning songs, 
choreography and dialogue since January and some were involved in as many three rehearsals per week. All production 
elements, including professional lights, costume and set came together during production week to create a thoroughly 
entertaining and energetic performance. Ms Vercoe, Miss Bostock and Mr Bridden wanted to say a huge congratulations to 
the whole cast and crew.  They have absolutely surpassed expectations and we are very proud of them. Thank you to everyone 
who came to support the show.  We really hope you enjoyed it and we look forward to seeing you at the auditions for the next 
production. Watch this space!

Faculty Updates
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Whole School Updates

Community Fête
A huge thank you to all the pupils, parents and carers, teachers and agencies that made our first Community Fête possible! 
Over 600 people attended on the day, including 70 volunteers of pupils, staff and parents. Our DJ, Kemoy Walker, provided 
musical entertainment as did the cast of Aladdin who gave a preview to the school musical this week. The sweet stalls, raffles, 
games, multicultural food court, and silent auction raised over £1,530 for our chosen charity SPIN (Supporting People In 
Need) who provide ways for members of the community to get back in to work and into suitable housing.



@DT_Ardwick

Whole School Updates

Careers: A Year in Review
This year has seen exciting developments in the careers provision for pupils at Dean Trust Ardwick. All our Year 10 pupils have 
had a one to one career guidance appointment with Miss Ford, where they have had the chance to discuss their aspirations and 
plans for their future. We have also been laying firm foundations for their Post 16 pathways via assemblies, taster days, mock 
interviews and there was an exciting opportunity to go on a residential at Newcastle University. We are very much looking 
forward to continuing to support them in Year 11 where they will take the first steps towards exciting and fulfilling futures. In 
Y8 and 9, pupils have had the opportunity to participate in Mental Toughness programmes where they learnt about the four 
Cs, Challenge, Control, Commitment and Confidence. 

A key part of our careers provision is to bring the world of work to life and we have done this through a range of employers 
visiting school during our Mock Interview and Networking Day and visits to workplaces such as UK Fast and KPMG. Careers 
runs through our curriculum with pupils arranging ‘Serious About Science’ talks, former Apprentice candidate Adam Corbally 
visiting our Year 9 business pupils and Mr Buckley from the Manchester United Foundation taking a group of hospitality and 
catering pupils to a sector specific careers fair. 

We have established a lunch time drop in where we invite providers and employers in to talk to pupils with the aim of 
widening our pupils knowledge about the range of opportunities and careers on offer. Pupils from any year group can attend 
the drop in and numbers are growing week on week. In addition to this Miss Ford runs a drop in where any pupil can come 
and talk to her about their plans for the future, next year we will be adding an application drop in to the offer. 

Pupils across all year groups are learning that the world of work is changing and being encouraged to consider what opportunities 
this brings and how they can develop skills that put them in the best possible position to maximise these opportunities. We are 
looking forward to fostering curiosity, excitement and enthusiasm about careers in all our pupils in the next academic year.



@DT_Ardwick

UK Fast School of the Year Award
We are very proud to receive the UK Fast School 
of the Year award this year. Several schools 
were nominated and we won the award for 
our contribution to the community and the 
opportunities we provide for our pupils.

Whole School Updates

Congratulations Miss Hessom!
Congratulations to Miss Hessom on her nomination 
for ‘Inspirational Teacher of the Year’ at the UKFast 
Community and Education awards. As well as being 
a fantastic mathematics teacher, Miss Hessom 
contributes so much to the school life at Dean Trust 
Ardwick. She is the lead for the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award, in which she has so far ensured that over 
100 pupils have gained either their bronze or silver 
award. She has given over 10 weekends this academic 
year to ensure our pupils have the best experiences 
possible, as well as extra time given to ensuring health 
and safety and admin is complete and correct. Miss 
Hessom supports staff at all areas of their careers, 
ensuring they get any support they need to develop 
further, allowing pupils in all subjects achieve their 
best! Congratulations Miss Hessom, have a fantastic, 
relaxing summer holiday!


