
Headteacher’s Message

Dear Parents and Carers,

We thoroughly enjoyed seeing you at Year 8 Parents’ Evening this week. The evening saw a tremendous 
turnout and I trust that the discussions you had with your child’s teachers were beneficial. I look 
forward to seeing Year 7 parents and carers at Year 7 Parents’ Evening on the 26th March 2020.

In this edition of the newsletter you will find information and advice on coronavirus. Please familiarise 
yourself with this information. The risk in the UK is still classified as moderate and there is no reason 
why your child should not attend school.

Preparations for our first Apprenticeship Evening are in full swing and the evening is set to take place 
on 5th March 2020. I cannot stress enough how beneficial the evening will be for pupils who are considering their post-16 
options. We look forward to seeing your there!

At the begining of each half term we hold a refocus day to ensure pupils have the skills and are in the correct mindset for 
learning. Self regulation is our current focus and is the ability to manage our thoughts, emotions and behaviours when we 
are feeling overwhelmed. We hope that pupils use the skills learnt to regulate their emotions and behaviour effectively.

Please enjoy this week’s newsletter!

With best wishes,

Ms S. Finlay

Ms S. Finlay
Headteacher

NEWSLETTER

Dates for your Diary
5th March 2020 Apprenticeship Evening

20th March 2020 Coffee Morning

26th March 2020 Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Safeguarding Tip: Please remind your 
children to be kind online and to report any 
concerns they have at home or school

Spring HT1 28th February 2020

Weekly Attendance Best Forms

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

7T Turing 8T Victoria 9T Gaskell 10D MOSI 11T Victoria

98.8% 99.2% 99.2% 97.7% 99%

Weekly Attendance = 95.3% Cumulative Attendance =  96.7%

APPRENTICESHIPS.
WANT TO KNOW MORE?
Come along and meet employers and training 
providers who can help your child secure an 
apprenticeship.

All year groups are welcome; it is never too early 
to think about your future!

Parents, carers and pupils are invited to our

Apprenticeship Evening
Thursday 5th March, 4.30pm

Apprenticeships lead to great careers.

You get paid whilst gaining qualifi cations and work experience.

Alternative routes to college and university.

LGBT+
History
Month



Head of Year Updates

Year 9 News
Welcome back Year 9; I hope you had a restful half term! The results from last half term’s assessments will be with you 
shortly. If you would like to discuss your child’s progress or have any issues with your child’s choice of options, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. The deadline for final amendments is Thursday 5th March.

Year 10 News
Year 10 pupils have begun the process of their mock interviews. Pupils will have the opportunity to fill an application 
form for a ‘mock job’, complete a personal statement and experience a mock interview with real employers! We hope 
that pupils will deepen their understanding of the importance of the application process for post-16 opportunities and 
give them more confidence for when this happens for real.

Coronavirus, COVID-19 Guidance

What is the risk of coronavirus in the UK? 
The UK Chief Medical Officers have raised the risk to the public from low to moderate. But the risk to individuals still 
remains low.

Should I be worried?
There is no reason to be unduly worried about yourself or your child catching coronavirus. There is no reason why your 
child should not attend school. If you are planning to travel to or have recently returned from the below ‘Category 1’ 
countries, please call the NHS on 111 for advice.

Wuhan City and Hubei Province 
(China) Iran Daegu or Cheongdo Any Italian town under containment 

measures

How can I help to prevent the spread of infection?
• Wash your hands often, with soap and water. This is particularly important after taking public transport.
• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in a bin. (Catch It. Bin It. Kill It.)
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands.
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.

How can I find more information?
More information can be found at the following link: gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public

Year 11 News
Welcome back Year 11, I hope that you have had a well-rested half term! Year 11 must seize every opportunity now, 
so that greater opportunities are available moving into their life after school. During assembly we discussed methods 
which pupils could use to ‘own’ their thoughts, actions and emotions by recognising when they may be losing focus in 
these areas. With 9 weeks to go until the exam season starts, Year 11 need to start using the strategies given to ensure 
that they are prepared. Ask your child about CUSTARD!

Year 7 News
Year 7 have started their half term on a very positive note with an improvement in both homework and punctuality. 
Please join me in congratulating all Year 7 pupils for their continuous hard work and please encourage your child to 
continue with these good habits. This week, during form time and in assembly, Year 7 are taking part in discussions 
about self-regulation. This forms part of our re-focus week, with the aim further develop good habits in situations pupils 
may face in school and beyond. More importantly, pupils will learn about the different avenues and resources that they 
have available to them for support. We pride ourselves on being a ‘telling school’, please encourage your child to seek 
help when they need it and not suffer in silence.

Year 8 News
Welcome back Year 8! We hope you had a marvellous half term break and it has been great to see everyone eager to 
return to school this week. Year 8 have been taking time to develop their ability to focus on their own behaviour. It has 
been great to see so many pupils engaging in this work and sharing their experiences; this knowledge will be incredibly 
beneficial in the future! Year 8 Parents Evening took place this week and it was superb to see so many parents attend 
to meet with our teachers to discuss the progress of our pupils! The support we get from home is always fantastic and 
it is great to see that continue. Next week we will be looking forward to celebrating the Year 8 Stars of the Week whilst 
celebrating diversity as part of our Theme of the Week.

KILL IT.BIN IT.CATCH IT.



Whole School News

English: World Book Day!
We are busy preparing for next Thursday as it is World Book Day! This is a fantastic opportunity for pupils to read for 
pleasure, take some meaningful time out of the curriculum to explore literature, and develop their understanding of 
pertinent issues in the world. Can you remember the last time you read a book that meant something to you? Next 
Thursday will be an opportunity to take some time to discuss important literature that gives people a voice, so get your 
reading caps on!

Congratulations Muneeb, Year 8!
Year 8 pupil, Muneeb, has been awarded the Inspiring Digital Enterprise 
Bronze Award! Muneeb completed a number of challenges, both in 
lessons and his own time, with the aim of earning digital badges which 
demonstrate the skills that he has mastered. Well done Muneeb!

Mathematics: Area, volume and assessments...
Congratulations Year 7 for their conduct during 
assessments in mathematics. Pupils also started a 
new unit of work on area and volume. Year 10 are also 
building on their algebra work from last half term, with 
some excellent work being produced on completing 
the square and simultaneous equations.

CELEBRATE STORIES.
LOVE READING.

Thursday 5 March 2020



@DT_Ardwick

Science: Is it a bird? Is it a plane?
No, it’ a hypersonic carbon based life form in transit with accompanied baggage! A new and exciting science club has 
emerged, exclusively for Year 7 and 8. Pupils will embark on a mission to ultimately determine if superhero powers can 
be accomplished by the sheer power of science! This new project will be open every Monday lunchtime with Mrs Shafiq 
and Dr Stewart. We are excited to see you there.

Article by: Shihab, Year 9

@DT_Ardwick

Humanities: Pledge to the environment.
Year 8 have really shown their eco credentials and have made a number of pledges to change their behaviour and help 
protect the planet. This was the culmination of our studies on weather and climate change, and how our everyday 
actions, such as leaving a light left on, can have a major impact on the environment. Well done Year 8 and let us hope 
we keep our pledges up!



Hospitality and Catering: Experts in pastry!
An exciting week is ahead as the Year 11 Unit 2 practical exams begin on Friday! Over half term, pupils were busy 
practising their skills and elements of presentation to ensure they have a clear plan ready. I am sure you will agree 
Malikah’s meringue experiment looks restaurant standard!

@DT_Ardwick



Design and Technology: Assembling speakers!
Year 9 pupils have begun assembling their speaker bases; utilising the finger joints within the casing for support and 
reinforcement. Pupils will begin to insert their speaker PCBs into their products before encasing their speakers within 
their ‘music silhouette’ designs.

@DT_Ardwick



Art and Design
Year 9 have completed their stunning chalk and pencil crayon studies!

@DT_Ardwick



@DT_Ardwick

Inclusion
Mr Mullally leads a morning sports intervention group 
for pupils. The aim of the intervention is to prepare 
pupils for the day of learning ahead. Pupils really enjoy 
the intervention as it allows them extra time to burn off 
energy and focus  in on the day ahead. Pupils will also 
get a taste for the GCSE curriculum, an option they make 
choose to take at Key Stage 4.

Physical Education
Well done to the Year 8 Girls Netball team! They beat Manchester Academy 7-0 earlier this week, demonstrating great 
teamwork and determination during the game. Also, well done to the Key Stage 3 Girls Football Team. They played in a 
tournament earlier this week drawing two games and winning one. Miss Murphy and Mr Buckley stated the girls were 
very resilient and hard working throughout each game! Well done to everyone involved. 


