
Year 9 Progress and Options Evening 
Thursday 6th February 2020

Aims:

• To help you to understand what are the best Key 

Stage 4 choices for your child

• To better understand the process of options and the 

demands of Key Stage 4

• To give you a chance to speak to subject teachers 

and understand the current progress and attainment 

of your child

• To make the first options choices via our Options 

Online system. 



Year 9 is a transition year: 
There are many challenges ahead

Selecting KS4 options

Starting KS4 Curriculum

Mock exams

Making career and Post-16 choices

College/Sixth Form/Apprenticeship interviews

Completing coursework, GCSE terminal exams, 

receiving final results on results day

Practice application and interviews with 

employers 



How the evening works:

1) Listen to this presentation to gain an insight into the Key 

Stage 4 curriculum and how best to make choices 

2) Visit subject teachers

3) Speak to representatives from local colleges/sixth forms, 

training providers and our careers advisor, Miss Ford

4) Take some time to fill out first choices on the paper form

5) Visit G06 or the Library before leaving to submit your choices 

via out online system with the help of our staff and prefects



Deadlines:

• Deadline for first choices is Monday 

10th February.

We highly recommend that you submit 

your first choices this evening in G06 or 

the library. 

• After this, options blocks will be 

refined and final choices will be 

requested. 



Support your child has received already:

• Assembly to explain the process and how to make the best choices

• Optional meeting regarding the Separate Science pathway

• A log on to Unifrog, the careers and destinations platform

• Drop ins with Miss Ford, our careers advisor

• Form time sessions on how to make the best choices

• Taster Lessons in options subjects 

Miss Ford



KS4 Programme of Study

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

English Maths Science
Option 

Humanities 
or MFL

Option Option Option 
PE and 

RE/PSHE



2 types of Qualifications

✓Be awarded in grades from 1-9, with 
9 being the highest grade. 

✓A pass is a grade 4. A good pass is a 
grade 5. 

✓ Where possible pupils will be 
assessed by exam although some 
subjects have a heavy coursework 
element like Design and Technology 
and Art and Design. 

✓ All exams will be at the end of a two 
year course of study.

GCSEs Vocational Qualifications

✓Be awarded at Level 1 and Level 2

✓Level 2 Pass is equivalent to a grade 
4; Level 2 Merit is equivalent to a 
grade 5.5; Level 2 Distinction is 
equivalent to a grade 7 

✓Assessed throughout the 2 years 
with coursework submission and 
exam elements

✓Helps to share the workload over the 
years of study



KS4 Programme of Study

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

English Maths Science
Option 

Humanities 
or MFL

Option Option Option 
PE and 

RE/PSHE

6 GCSEs are compulsory:
English Language
English Literature
Maths
Combined Science
Humanities or Language

3 other options are a 
mixture of GCSE and 

vocational qualifications



Entry Requirements for A-Level Study

College/ Sixth Form Entry Requirements for A-Level 
Study

You will normally need six passes at GCSE including 
two at Grade 6. 

You  must have passed two or more of English, 
Science and Maths at least with Grade 4. 

More advanced courses and degree courses may 
require different entry requirements so check online.



• You have 3 pathways to choose from: 

EBacc Pathway (English Baccalaureate)

History/Geography + a Language + 2 others 

Open Pathway

History/Geography/Computer Science OR a Language + 3 others

Separate Science Pathway (includes EBACC)

3 Sciences + History/Geography + a Language + 1 other

Pathways



The English Baccalaureate

• The EBACC is not a qualification itself but a particular group of
GCSE subjects.

• It is a measure of success in core academic subjects.

To achieve the EBACC, you must achieve: 

Standard Pass =- Grade 4 in each subject 

element

Strong Pass = Grade 5 in each subject 

element



• This is a challenging pathway because to do these 
subjects means that you will sit at least 17 exams. 

4 exams 3 exams 3 exams 4 exams 3 exams

The English Baccalaureate

+ 2 other qualifications



The Open Pathway

Language or 
Humanities

Option Option Option+ + +

6 x compulsory GCSEs plus 3 other options



• Combined Science

• Combined Science will be a compulsory
part of the curriculum at Key Stage 4
and it will be taken by the majority of
pupils.

• 5 periods a week

• 2 GCSEs

• Pupils who study Combined Science
can still move on to A-levels in a
Science subject if they chose to and
can still pursue career paths in Science.

• Separate Science will be an optional
route at GCSE. It is being offered to
pupils who have shown a keen
interest and an aptitude for the
subject.

• Pupils must be motivated and
prepared to work incredibly hard,
often completing individual research
and reading that furthers their own
understanding of the subject.

• 8 periods a week (5 core + 3 option)

• 3 GCSEs

• Separate Sciences 

The Separate Science Pathway





• This pathway is subject to an entrance exam, as you will
know.

• Results for this exam will be available from 10th February.

• If you have taken the entrance exam and are still interested in
this pathway, then still select it on your first options form.

• In the event that you are unsuccessful, we will re-submit the



Making the Best Choices


