Post 16

Application Pack
Everything you need to know about your post 16 options.
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Work Based
Learning

Full Time
Study

Autumn

GCSEs

EXPLORE

Spring
APPLY

Job search
Prepare CV
Interview

Summer

Not got results?
See Miss Ford
Phone college

Accept all offers from
colleges - keep your options
open.

INTERVIEWS

Invited for interviews

Register on
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeships
Provider Visits

The more you explore the more
well informed your decision.

Websites
Open Evenings
Courses

EXPLORE

RESULTS DAY

Achieve results and enrol at
chosen college.

Apply to at least two!

You can apply to as many
colleges as you want.

APPLY

Year 11
Timeline

Introduction

You are entering an exciting stage of your education. You are making decisions that
will lead you to positive and rewarding futures.
It is a requirement that all young people stay in learning until they are 18. This does
not mean you have to be in school but it does mean that whatever you choose has to
include some form of learning.
Your main options are full time study in school or college, work-based learning
through an apprenticeship, traineeship or supported internship.
This pack is a guide through those choices, so that you are fully informed about the
options available and when decisions need to be made.

Miss V. Ford
Career Advisor
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Which pathway?
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How do I decide?
What do I want to study?
You need to consider the following:

QQ. What do you want to learn?
• Are there any subject you particular enjoy?
• Are there any new subjects on offer at colleges and sixth forms that interest you?

QQ. How do you like to learn?
• Do you prefer GCSE or BTEC courses?
• Do you prefer exams or coursework?
• Do you want to learn about a subject e.g. History, Art or Biology?
• Do you want to learn skills and knowledge that you can apply in different ways?
• Would you like a combination of the above?

QQ. What do you want to do?
• Do you have a career idea?
• Have you researched what qualifications you need for the career you are interested
in?
You can take a quiz at the following link to help you make your decision:

www.ucas.com/further-education/post-16-qualifications
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Where do I want to study?

Post 16 Education

SCHOOL SIXTH FORMS
• Small classes therefore
more support.
• Smaller choice of
courses.
• Can be more formal
e.g. Uniform

FURTHER EDUCATION
COLLEGES
• Mixture of age groups
including adults.
• Large choice of
courses.

ACADEMIC
/ APPLIED GENERAL

• Larger focus on
academic courses.

• More responsibility /
independance.
• More informal than
school sixth form.
• Meet new people.

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE
• Only 16-18 year olds.
• Staff that only teach A
levels.

Top Tips
• Research Colleges and Sixth Forms online.
• Prepare for Open Evening.
• What courses do you want to find out more about?
• What questions do you want to ask?
• Where do students go after the course?
• What are the results?
• What does the course involve?
• Visit as many Colleges and Sixth Forms as possible.
• Be open minded.
• Do not waste your visit - find out as much as you can.
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What is the ‘best’?
A common question from young people and parents is ‘What is the best college?’ or
‘What is the best qualification?’
There is no such thing as the ‘best’ college or qualification, only the best fit for you.

Helpful questions to ask are:
• Do they offer the courses I am interested in?
• Where do their students progress to after their qualifications?
• What are their pass rates/results?
• Am I making assumptions based on what other people have said?
• Am I picking it because all my friends are going there?
• Apart from the courses, what else do I want from my place of study? Size, formality,
extra-curricular activities, travelling distance are all thing to consider.
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How do I apply?
Reference

Deadline

Submitted
to

P

P

13/12/2019

School

P

P

13/12/2019

School

College

Paper

Loreto

Xaverian

Online

13/12/2019

School or
online

P

Ongoing

Online

Connell

P

15/11/2019
- Priority
13/12/2019

Online

Media City

P

13/12/2019

Online

Aquinas

P

30/11/2019

Online

Manchester

P

Access Creative

P

P

Salford

P

P

13/12/2019

School or
online

Stockport

P

P

13/12/2019

School or
online

Trafford

P

P

13/12/2019

School or
online

Trinity

P

13/12/2019

School
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P

Notes

If online
make sure
you have
an e-mail
receipt.

What happens next?
Apply
QQ. Why do I need to hand my application form to school rather than
sending it straight to college?
AA.

When you give it in to school your application is logged and your reference is
attached. If your application form were to get lost you would have evidence
that it had been sent and Miss Ford would be able to chase it up for you.

QQ. Why am I handing in my application form before the college
deadline?
AA.

Handing your form in for the school deadline will mean that we have time
to log every application, as above. Most schools have a deadline prior to
the college deadline. If we didn’t take this approach you would be at a
disadvantage.

Acknowledgement
QQ. How do school know about applications I have submitted online?
AA.

Miss Ford will receive a report from every college detailing who has applied
and what they have applied for.

QQ. How will I know if my application has been accepted?
AA.

You will receive acknowledgement of your application, either via e-mail or
post. If you do not receive acknowledgement please see Miss Ford so that she
can chase up your application.

Interview
QQ. What happens next?
AA.

You will be invited to an interview at your chosen college. You should expect
questions about:
• Your interests
• Your chosen courses
• Your future ambitions
• You will also have the opportunity to ask questions and discuss courses.
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Work Based
If you are keen to get straight into work after Year 11 then the work based pathway
could be for you. There are also opportunities to move into work based training after
A Levels or BTECs and there are even Degree Level Apprenticeships.
Apprenticeships combine work, training and study. They allow you to ‘earn while you
learn’. If you have a clear idea of the career you are interested in then they can be a
great alternative to college.

Key Facts
• 20% of your time in an Apprenticeship will be spent studying for your qualification.
This could be a day a week, one week a month or a block placement.
• Apprenticeships are offered at different levels; Intermediate, Higher, Advanced
and Degree.
• It is competitive to secure an Apprenticeship. They are not an ‘easy’ option that
young people do if they have not achieved well at GCSE.
• Securing an Apprenticeship is just like looking for work as an adult; you will
need a CV, you will need to do job search and you will need to apply for multiple
vacancies. You have to be pro-active.
• Apprenticeship vacancies will be advertised throughout the year, some larger
companies may recruit in the Autumn term but most will recruit in the Spring and
Summer Term.
• You have not secured an Apprenticeship until all sides of the triangle are in place
ie employment and training.
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Apprenticeship

Top tips

JOB
£££

ons

cati

alifi

Qu

• Write down a list of the potential organisations you would like to work for in the
sector you are interested in
• Explore their websites, larger companies will have a section on Careers and
Apprenticeships
• Register on Find An Apprenticeship website to be kept informed about current
vacancie: www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
• Consider what your Unique Selling Point (USP) is. What will set you apart from
100s of other applicants?
• Consider how you can develop the skills that employers are looking for. Problem
Solving, Resilience, Creativity, Communication and Interpersonal Skills, Leadership
and Proactiveness.
• Consider what you would be looking for in a candidate if you were employing
someone in your business.

If you are interested in an Apprenticeship let Miss Ford know!
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Open Evenings 2019-20
Date
Tuesday 29/10/2019

Time
3.00pm, 4.30pm or

Saturday 28/09/2019

6.00pm
10.00am - 1.00pm

Wednesday 09/10/2019

6.30pm - 8.30pm

Thursday 31/10/2019

6.30pm - 8.30pm

Connell Co-op College

Saturday 05/10/2019

10.00am - 1.00pm

www.connell.ac.uk

Wednesday 13/11/2019

5.00pm - 7.00pm

Loreto College

Saturday 05/10/2019

10.00am - 1.00pm

Sunday 13/10/2019

10.00am - 1.00pm

www.tmc.ac.uk
A Level Open Evening Shena

Thursday 03/10/2019

5.00pm - 7.00pm

Simon Campus
16-18 Open Evening

Thursday 10/10/2019

5.00pm - 7.30pm

Access Creative College
Aquinas College
www.aquinas.ac.uk

www.loreto.ac.uk

Notes
Book via website

Manchester College

Register attendance at
the campus you wish to
visit. Details on website.

Media City UTC

Thursday 23/01/2019

6.30pm - 8.30pm

Saturday 12/10/2019

10.00am - 12.00pm

Thursday 05/12/2019

5.30pm - 7.30pm

Monday 14/10/2019

5.30pm - 7.30pm

Saturday 09/11/2019

10.00am - 12.00pm

Monday 14/10/2019

5.30pm - 7.30pm

Saturday 09/11/2019

10.00am - 12.00pm

www.utcmediacityuk.org.uk
Salford College
www.salfordcc.ac.uk
Pendleton Sixth Form College

Worsley College

City Skills
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Open Evenings 2019-20
Future Skills at Media City

Tuesday 15/10/2019

5.30pm - 7.30pm

Saturday 09/11/2019

10.00am - 12.00pm

Thursday 17/10/2019

5.30pm - 7.30pm

Saturday 23/11/2019

10.00am - 12.00pm

Monday 14/10/2019

5.30pm - 7.30pm

Saturday 09/11/2019

10.00am - 12.00pm

Wednesday 25/09/2019

4.30pm - 7.30pm

Wednesday 06/11/2019

4.30pm - 7.30pm

Trafford College

Saturday 02/11/2019

10.00am - 2.00pm

Trinity Sixth Form

Wednesday 09/10/2019

6.00pm - 8.00pm

Xaverian College

Saturday 05/10/2019

10.30am - 2.00pm

Sunday 13/10/2019

10.30am - 2.00pm

Eccles Sixth Form College

City Skills

Stockport College
stockport.ac.uk
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Useful Websites
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Notes
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