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Headteacher’s Message

Dear parents and carers,

In this week’s edition we share some fantastic examples of home learning from across the 
school, including colourful presentations created by pupils for Energy Saving Week 2021.

Activities are in full swing for LGBT+ month with an exciting badge making competition for 
pupils to show off their creativity! Read on to find out more...

Today marks the beginning of Children’s Mental Health Week, a time dedicated to shining the 
spotlight on the importance of young people’s mental health. Following on this theme, we are 
excited to announce that we are holding our first of it’s kind Dean Trust Ardwick Wellbeing Wednesday. You will 
find more information on this important week inside.

During these times it is vital that pupils still have access to the wider curriculum. A recent example of this was the 
activities that took place for Holocaust Memorial Day. Pupils discussed the importance of the day during their 
PSHE lessons and were introduced to @Eva.Stories, a modern way of showing the reality of the holocaust.

The first form council of the year will take place this Friday and will be held virtually through the form council 
forum. Pupils should see their Head of Year or Form Tutor for more information.

I look forward to seeing you online this Wednesday for our virtual remote guidance meeting in which we will be 
offering you guidance and further information on home learning. Please refer to the text that was sent out for 
more information.

Stay safe and best wishes,

Mrs. S. Finlay

Ms S. Finlay
Headteacher

Safeguarding Tip:  School have sent a text out with a link to a pupil support survey – please complete this to help us best 
support your child.

Year 9 Options Information
If your child is in Year 9, please visit our website to view important information 
on Year 9 Options.
www.deantrustardwick.co.uk/year-9-options

Year 10 Post-16 Applications Advice
Please visit our website to watch our videos for guidance on exploring Post-16 
opportunities and making applications.

https://www.deantrustardwick.co.uk/year-10-post-16-applications-advice/
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HEAD OF YEAR MESSAGES

Year 9 - Mr Chetwyn I want to take this opportunity to showcase some positive messages for Year 9.

9D4 had the best English lesson ever. They were working at improving their analytical work comparing 
Lady Macbeth’s character at the beginning and end of the play. Every single pupil (except Ahmed Alim) 
scored a BFL1 and produced outstanding work! Top drawer! - Mr Hull

9T2 have produced some excellent work and focus from all, with special mentions to Ferdous, Foysal, 
Faizan, Aghogogo, Allah-Yar, Haniya and Bushra for their contributions to class discussions - Ms Williams

9D3 all worked amazingly well on Friday producing fantastic essays on the opportunities in the Thar 
Desert, absolute legends - Miss Ribbands

Year 10 - Mr Hull Please continue to maintain a healthy routine of completing your work.
Hi Year 10. There has been so much positivity from your teachers and recognition of the superb work that 
many of our pupils are completing remotely. As we look into the future, which we all hope will bring a 
swift return to school, we need to think about some of the important events and milestones that happen 
in Year 10. In the coming weeks, we are going to be providing you with a great deal of exciting information 
about your post-16 options. I know several of you will have clear ideas about what you want for the future, 
and some of you will have no idea. Both are entirely normal, but we want to work with you to work out 
what is best for you. These details will be on the school website and Google Classroom soon. Please 
continue to maintain a healthy routine of completing your work and taking regular breaks to refresh you 
mentally and physically. Work hard, be kind.

Year 8 - Mr Diaz Whilst working from home, it is vital that the necessary breaks are taken.
We have had an increase of pupils logging onto Google Classroom and completing their work, from a 
65% at the start of the term to almost 80% of Year 8 now engaging with their work. This is something to 
be celebrated and I urge you to continue to encourage your child to engage with their online learning 
whilst working from home. It is vital that the necessary breaks are taken, however, we don’t expect 
pupils to be sat in front of a device for hours on end as this would not be healthy. Please schedule 
in breaks and active tasks for your child to engage in and manage their day. We have also had several 
pupils engage with the Energy Savings competition, winners will be announced soon, watch this space!

Year 7 - Mrs Rashford I ask that you contact the school to discuss any barriers to learning. 
We have now been delivering remote learning for four weeks and we are increasingly impressed by 
the enthusiasm, and engagement, that many of our pupils are demonstrating. I would love to see some 
photos of any activities Year 7 pupils complete. They can post them on our the Proud to Belong Work 
Showcase found on Google Classroom, code: a5lnx44. The best examples of work will be included in 
this weekly newsletter! Communication is key to ensuring that our pupils are in receipt of the absolute 
best provision during these difficult times. There may be challenges in accessing the provision and I ask 
that you contact the school to discuss any barriers to learning. Take care and stay safe.

@DT_Ardwick
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

Top Tip for Parents and Carers | Accessing your child’s work easily
Click on the ‘Calendar’ on the top left of your child’s Google Classroom to see all work scheduled for that day. 

Please welcome our new Careers Advisor
Hello, my name is Victoria Orosun and I am a qualified Career Advisor. I have BSc (Hons) degree in information 
technology and education and post graduate diploma in career guidance.
I have been working with young people for over twenty years in various education establishment, schools, colleges 
and Connexions as personal advisor and career advisor providing one-to-one interviews and facilitating group work to 
young people. I have organised various careers events whereby young people can meet with employers from different 
organisation to find out about careers opportunity.
I am your new career advisor and I will be providing you information, advice and guidance on choosing options 
and future careers. I will provide you with accurate and up-to-date careers information. I have a very good working 
relationship with young people, as well as working within a team.
I am a non-judgemental person that works within the code of ethics of my job as a career advisor.
As your Careers Advisor I will help your child to:
• Identify personal qualities and skills
• Identify the skills they would like to develop
• Explore their interests
• Come up with ideas for study and work
• Explore specific career areas open to them
• Explore labour market information
• Complete college application forms and personal statements
• Find out about 6th Form and College Courses, Training, Work or Apprenticeships
• Find out about different qualifications levels and progression route into different professions
• Explore current and future jobs opportunities
I will be organising appointments with Year 10 pupils from this week so please watch out for text messages and emails 
with information about appointment times and dates. 

Manchester Mind: Access help and advice
Manchester Mind have an amazing service which includes advice for housing debts and benefits, a virtual ‘Wellbeing 
Café’ on Tuesday evenings and a ‘Listening Ear’ service. These can all be found on their website:
https://www.manchestermind.org/our-services/cyp/
They do also have a counselling service, however the waiting list for this is currently very long as their team is only 
small. 

Important Information for Parents and Carers
The remote education information for parents has been added to the website 
and can be found via the link below:
www.deantrustardwick.co.uk/remote-learning

https://www.manchestermind.org/our-services/cyp/
http://www.deantrustardwick.co.uk/remote-learning
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SCHOOL MESSAGES

English
Zoha, 7T3 has gone above and beyond in producing a comparative paragraph of 2 texts. She successfully completed 
the gap-filling task set by the teacher, but then created another paragraph on her own using advanced vocabulary, 
contrastive connectives and accurate quotes from the text to express her opinion! Very well done!

Form Council Meeting - Friday 5th February, 9.00am
This week we will be reconnecting with each other virtually through our form council 
forum. Each form will be organising a virtual way to communicate and have our usual 
debates and discussions regarding a topic that is relevant to pupils, their form, and their 
year group. As we have now been away from school for several weeks, we are very much 
looking forward to meet for our school council activities. Please see your HoY / Form 
group Google Classroom for further info! Don’t forget, 9:00 am on Friday 5th February. 

Children’s Mental Health Week 2021
This week sees the start of Children’s Mental Health Week and the theme is ‘Express 
Yourself’. Expressing yourself is about finding ways to share feelings, thoughts, or 
ideas, through creativity. It is about finding a way to show who you are, and how you 
see the world, that can help you feel good about yourself. We know that times are 
tough for all at the moment, but even more so for our children and young people. As 
a parent it is often difficult to know how to help and support. You can get some hints 
and tips from the resource below, plus you can always contact the school for further 
advice. 

This week, there will be a whole host of activities, assemblies, videos you can access 
on our Google Classrooms.

The following week we will be hosting our very first Dean Trust Ardwick 
#wellbeingwednesday. More details will be released soon!

Zoha, Year 7 - Advanced writing work.

@DT_Ardwick • February <Dean Trust Ardwick
Follow our Twitter account for regular school updates, photographs, newsletters and more! Click 
here to be linked, or visit: twitter.com/DT_Ardwick. 

https://twitter.com/DT_Ardwick
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SCHOOL MESSAGES

Design and Technology
This week Year 9 have been researching ergonomics and anthropometrics. They have looked at how an 
understanding of these can help improve products for the better, and optimise them for human use. We are 
delighted with the work Year 9 have produced and it has been great to see they have produced a detailed and 
through investigation. Year 10s have been carrying out research tasks into the different types of plastics and 
processes used to shape and form plastics into products. After their research they have gone onto producing some 
fantastic visual revision resources!

LGBT+ History Month
In celebration of LGBT+ History Month, we are holding a badge competition. Pupils have been challenged to design 
a badge that promotes:

• Inclusivity

• Diversity

• Acceptance

• Being an ally

Examples of Year 9 work on ergonomics and anthropometrics.

Examples of Year 10 work on different types of plastics and their uses.

MAKE IT POWERFUL - MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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Energy Saving 
Week 2021

You may remember reading about Miss Bostock’s Energy Saving 
Week competition in a previous newsletter. Pupils were challenged to 
get creative by presenting their own ideas for a energy saving 
invention and discuss current technology already in use. Here are 
some fantastic examples!

The above work is by Saima. She explains the different 
types of ‘green’ energy currently in use around the world, 
their  advantages, and what they can be used to power. 
Well done!
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Mo’s Invention
‘My invention uses the rainwater from your garden to filter 
into clean water for around your house like: showers and 
sinks. My invention also turns the rain water to cold air, and 
then the air travels through the pipes to air conditioners to 
keep your house cool. My inspiration came from the one 
that can generate heat from the ground.’

My invention uses the rainwater from your garden to filter 
into clean water for around your house like: showers and 
sinks. My invention also turns the rain water to cold air, and 
then the air travels through the pipes to air conditioners to 
keep your house cool. My inspiration came from the one 
that can generate heat from the ground.
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Mathematics
Each of these pupils have demonstrated their ambition to obtain academic excellence in their refusal to accept 
anything less than 100%. The images below show how these pupils have persevered with a Hegarty Maths task, 
repeating it until they scored 100%.

They really do want to become the best mathematician they can be!

SCHOOL MESSAGES

Hegarty Maths Task 8T1

Hegarty Maths Task 10D2

BAFTA Kids - Young Presenter and Young Games Designer Competition 2021
Are you ready to enter the BAFTA Kids Young Presenter Competition in partnership with Sky Kids: FYI? The theme this 
year is ‘Express yourself.’ To enter, you will need to create a short video telling us all about how you express yourself. 
You have until Monday 26th April 2021 at 6.00pm to create and submit your entry. Watch the video here for some 
inspiration before you get started! http://www.baftakids.org/competitions/young-presenter-competition-2021

Are you thinking about making games when you leave school? Do you have a great game idea you want to share? Then 
BAFTA’s Young Game Designers is for you!

You can enter the competition for a chance to win a BAFTA YGD Award, along with once-in-a-lifetime experiences with 
top game makers and industry professionals! Find out more information here: http://ygd.bafta.org

http://www.baftakids.org/competitions/young-presenter-competition-2021
http://ygd.bafta.org
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Holocaust Memorial Day Trust (HMDT) encourages remembrance in a world scarred by 
genocide. They promote and support Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) – the international day 
on 27th January to remember the six million Jews murdered during the Holocaust, alongside 
the millions of other people killed under Nazi Persecution and in genocides that followed in 
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.

During their PSHE classes, pupils were introduced to a modern way of showing the reality of 
the Holocaust in WW2. Pupils were shown a video called ‘The Making of Eva’s Story’ which 
explains how the Instagram page @eva.stories came about. It uses the Instagram platform, 
along with actors and realistic sets, to tell the true story of Eva Heyman who started writing 
a dairy on her 13th birthday and chronicled the German invasion of Hungary in 1944. She 
died in the concentration camps 8 months later. Using hashtags, geotags and emojis it 
brings a young, modern viewer right to the heart of this part of history. Those with access to 
Instagram can follow the page @eva.stories.

Pictured: The real Eva Heyman. You can follow @Eva.Stories.
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