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Safeguarding Tip: Please discuss the 
dangers of using vapes with your 
children – we have information that 
children are purchasing these in the local 
community.

Diary Dates

Dear parents and carers,

Year 11s are now reflecting on their first mocks and preparing for the Trust mocks which

begin soon. Year 10s are also preparing for their first ever mocks, whilst the Year 9

options process is now underway, starting with this evening's online parents' meeting. It

is a crucial time for all Year 9-11 pupils and I can assure you that staff will be providing

utmost support for pupils during these next few weeks.

Please take a few minutes to read our news on CELLS, the trip to London, Debate Mate, our LGBTQ+

achievement and Lego Club!

Thank you to those parents who rang up to make an appointment to see me. if you would like to come

into school to see me, or even have an online meeting if coming in is not possible, please ring school to

book a 20-minute appointment for this Wednesday afternoon. You may discuss anything at all with me,

so please do not hesitate to call.

Thank you to everyone for your support in ensuring your child is correctly dressed for school. Further to

my letter in December, please note that ankle boots are not allowed and pupils must wear ankle socks,

not trainer socks.

Enjoy this week's articles.

With best wishes, Ms S. Finlay

Year 9 Online 

Options Parent 

Meeting

24th January

Year 9 Face-to-

Face Options 

Evening

31st January

Year 9 Progress 

Evening

10th February

Coffee Morning 11th February



Head of Year Messages

Year 10 – Mr Chetwyn Year 10 continue to prepare for mock examinations!

We have had another great week with lots of positive feedback from lesson visits as we 

build towards mock examinations. These mock examinations are vital as they will be 

included on future college or job applications. This week’s assembly focused on a 

combination of our form time work regarding aspiration, ambition and self-discipline. We 

also spoke about Respect Online as part of E-Safety week, with five key messages on how 

to behave appropriately and respectfully online. In a world where so much of our time is 

spent online, whether it’s on social media, gaming or chat-rooms, it is extremely important 
to be mindful of how we treat one another. Keep up the hard work Year 10.

Year 8 – Mr Smith Year 8 learnt about internet safety.

This week, Year 8 pupils have started to turn their focus to the upcoming Internet 

Safety Day in February. We have discussed some of the great benefits of the internet 

and how it can enrich our lives but also the importance of staying safe online, with a 

particular focus on how to use social media. As parents it is important that you discuss 

internet use and try and stay up to date on the apps and platforms used by young 

people. It is also important to set time limits on use of devices and access to the 

internet. Hopefully the work we complete over the next few weeks will help the pupils to 

gain a healthy balance in the way in which they use the internet and ensure they stay 
safe.

Year 9 – Mr Diaz Year 9 had GCSE taster sessions.

This week pupils have had taster sessions for their GCSE subjects, including 

information videos about other qualifications available. More information has been 

shared on Google Classroom for pupils to check. Following this, pupils and parents 

shall receive a letter home with information about options and qualifications. Pupils will 

receive a pathway recommendation and the deadline for them to hand in their option 

choices is February 14th. Your child must hand in their completed options form to their 

form tutor. There will also be an online parent meeting on Monday 24th January, to 

discuss the options process and answer any of your questions. A link has been sent to 

every parent/carer in Year 9 via text and email.

Year 7 – Mrs Rashford The mentoring charity, ReachOut, spoke to Year 7 pupils.

This week, a number of pupils had an assembly delivered by ReachOut. They are a 

mentoring charity that gives young pupils weekly one-to-one support from a volunteer 

mentor. If your child is interested in being part of ReachOut please contact myself to let 

me know. Pupils also had an assembly on online safety. The COVID-19 pandemic has 

shown how urgent it is for us to come together to stop online abuse. We all have a role 
to play to help keep every child safe online and end online abuse.

Year 11 – Mr Hull Thank you to those who attended progress meetings!

This week we had an online progress meeting giving parents, pupils and teachers the 

chance to have an open, honest and frank conversation at this stage in our final year. I 

hope you found the process worthwhile and informative. As we face our next set of 

mock examinations early next month, as well as the countdown to GCSEs, it is vital that 

we maintain this critical line of communication. Should you want to speak to any DTA 

teachers, raise any concerns or want to know exactly what is happening, please 

contact either Mr Mullally or myself at school or online at: 

headofyear11@deantrustardwick.co.uk. 



News

Teacher’s Commendation

Well done Wahab!

Miss Polychronidou would like to give a special mention to Year 10 pupil, Wahab. Wahab 

works incredibly hard in English and has given us an insight into how he works below:

“I use my Brailler (typing machine) to complete my Maths work. I use a device called a 

Brailliant to read in Braille and I have it on my laptop screen. This is great because it means my 

teachers can see the work I am completing in lessons. I have all the books we study in class 

put into Braille so I can read along with my class. I even have a whole version of A Christmas 

Carol typed in Braille! I also have made my own Braille Revision Guides and use VoiceOver on 

my phone to listen to things on Google Classroom. I also love to listen to audiobooks!”

Thank you to Miss Brown and Mr Lightbowne for all of the help they give Wahab.



News

CELLS Workshops

Pupils attended workshops on knife crime  

On Monday 90 pupils across Years 7 to 10 took part in an all day workshop delivered by 

CELLS (Choices, Education, Lifelong Learning Skills). CELLS’ primary objective is to educate 

children and young people on the consequences of crime. The pupils explored four main areas 

of crime: knife crime, joint enterprise, prison life and county lines. From speaking to people who 

had been directly affected by these issues, the pupils were able to access first-hand experience 

of the impact crime can have on families and a community, and look at practical ways to keep 

themselves, and their friends, safe. Below are some quotes from the pupils that took part:

“I now know the best thing to do is run if I see a knife.”

“I will stand up for myself, I won’t let anyone take advantage of me.”

“The speakers were really brave to tell us their stories.”

Rainbow Flag Award

Thank you to the staff and pupils who have worked hard to achieve this award!

We are pleased to announce that the school has been awarded the Rainbow Flag Award by the 

Proud Trust. This award is a national quality assurance framework which focuses on positive 

LGBT+ inclusion and visibility, encouraging schools to develop strategies to combat and 

challenge LGBT+ phobic bullying. Below is some of the feedback given to the school by the 

Proud Trust:

“It’s great to see that you’re actively involving pupils in discussions around

LGBT+ issues, and highlighting what works and what needs to change.” 

“As with the anthology work, it is lovely to see that LGBT+ pupils feel safe

to express themselves through various means, and this is not stifled or

discouraged in any way. It can be an important outlet and means of

exploration for many young people.” 

“It’s great to see that not only are LGBT+ pupils being considered in schoolwide work, but that 

they are also being listened to in ensuring that their

spaces represent what they want and need to see.”



News

Performing Arts

Pupils travelled to London to see The Lion King!

After many cancelled attempts, the Year 10 and 11 Performing Arts classes finally got to travel 

to London to see Disney’s ‘The Lion King’ on the West End.  The performance was spectacular 

and even brought a few of us to tears in parts! 

The pupils were amazing throughout, even though it was an extremely long day. Huge thanks 

need to go to the pupils for their impeccable behaviour and enthusiasm. Thank you as well to 

Mr Hivey and Mr Griffiths for their hard work and commitment to make the day a great

experience for pupils.

We look forward to offering many more theatre trips very soon.



News

Debate Mate

Good luck to the pupils competing in the Urban Debate League!

We are now in Week 7 of Debate Mate, which is held every Tuesday. Pupils debated lots of 

different topics this week, including:

This House would make colonial powers pay reparations to former colonies.

This House should stop the government from funding Artificial Intelligence.

This House should allow all pupils to finish school at the age of 16.

These Debates were enjoyed by all and, again, the school had another excellent turnout, with 

some Year 7s in attendance who had experienced Debate Mate during Primary School.

On the 2nd February, 18 pupils will be competing against other schools in our first ever 

professional Debate Mate competition, the Urban Debate League. We are all very excited!



News

Lego Club

Well done to the pupils for their creative Lego portraits!

Maths are pleased to announce that our enrichment activities have been able to resume this 

half term. Pupils have the opportunity to attend these enrichment clubs at lunch time and after 

school. Here is some of the work that we have started in Lego Club. The pupils were tasked 

with creating Lego portraits. 

National Citizen Service (NCS)

An exciting opportunity for Year 11 pupils!

We were visited this week by representatives from NCS, National Citizen Service, who offer our 

Year 11 pupils a fantastic opportunity. NCS run summer courses which give young people an 

amazing experience to try new activities, meet new people and gain valuable skills. Mr Hull 

would like all Year 11 pupils to consider this carefully. For more information, please visit 

https://wearencs.com/summer.



News

Performing Arts 

Thanks to those pupils who have already auditioned!



News

Performing Arts 

Try these new Performing Arts clubs!














